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n events with a s

Hour and C

t the recent International Event
Management Summit, delegates
[earnt that green principles can
b applicd to events of any scale,
without blowing the budger,

Wheen ars Fierman, the foupder of Clean Up
Auslralia Day, met with the United MNations in
1997 Ly propos & global Clean Lip canpaign; it
was thi start of big things for sustainable events in
Australiz, Flash forward b decades, and Australia
i still leading v best (green) example, with events
Iike Earth Hour, an event which started in Sydney
i 2007 and has since enpgased hundreds of millions
of people in-over 4000 cities around the worlkl,

In Jul¥, Australia’s reputation as-a world
leader in sustainable events was on show, as
emvirommental eaperts and event professions
gathored inCruvensland tor the 5th Biannua
latermational-Event Managernent Summit,

Hosted by The Australian-Contre for Event
:\1._||:-l|::;|'r1||'||l (ACEM) the summil-addpessed
strotegies fof duents i|'.'?'.||-|'_lini: theChalidnpe
of SustainalileDevilopment’, especially thi
incrcdsing public prossure on evenls Lo addross
theeir covipamneital inaacts

Earth Hour and C foan Up Auvstralio Day

are both groat cxamples of sustainable events
which started inAustralia, and are pow
leading advocates for change by eocouraging,
environmiental best-practise at the globpllewel”
Gerid director of Thi Auwstralion Contee-fot Event
Management, Eob Harpis
"Franvan opembional perspechivo,
sustainability remialng o major challenge tor
the Australian cvants industnsand the demand
fir eivirenmentally Rustaimable products and
aoryviees hias pover been proateg
“While 6 per.cent-ot ovenl --|;4-.'.-.1:.= ers have
percehved.an ncreased demand for eon-friendly
prodicts andisetuioes over thie pasttisar, anly 30
pirvent of the idustor inctually, offor clidnis o
iu_l'-lg_u_ 1 ven Jond erviremimental impaci-and f
regular ey
Matienal '-:..II:'I 1l Sociall
* copducted by Butaness Evenls Aa
;.I thesimin ool II‘:.:I.'I:H:kf"-‘I .
erapeerts nthe Jabesteco foedly stalégis
progducts on ot whichiare pr o L ot uily
to mateh inerepsing client demand; but aksu in
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f ble focus, like Earth

ed tremendous

litve with'the mcredible responsivencess of the
pubhic b sustainable events.

I his ke address; Andrew Sedger, director ot
communications ior Farth Hoor Globak lenked at
byth (heé educative mle of events and how freen
practies carn g \_'||'_|_|:| JERIRY Wi thern do sedoce
their impacts ;

He argued that iy orcder for cvints to b
.|._I,:'L|_-|_l.' rrdnciing Cirbon enmssioes, 1y
ir cmplog-mage innovative tools and creative
s, including maximising theiruse of
dizital and enling toolks

“Event tnanagers need Lo ask themselves

WWHat i= our rofe and opportunity in 2 CATOLN

constrained world 2 Lo we want-by embrace

change-and b2 innotators, opwill wibe deagmed

kickmg-and sereaming?" " said-bodger.

With Earth-Hous for examiple, wieve found
"that we can rakd constderable savngs, Both
enviepnimicstal and Bnanciak by maximising our
use ol anliteplatiorms o ehgapeadth audiendes

“Wenalso saved huge amou g of mnmey
and eiiephv 1."'_\ ||_-.qi|:|, ol Carbd emitsione, l:'l:-\.'
experimienting with inndvative paes of endrey.
The Farth Hour o WCEEE Fede A-adgtiare
Melhourme, was 1;:11ir|-.i:\ powered by pedal
e, wilth MMor miversiry stisdents
cviding [RR T

power the concerf.”
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lan Kiernan, Chairman i Clean Up Australia
and Llean Up the World campaigns, tisck a
similar tack in his keynote presentation, noting
hinw sistainably forused events can drive
erviropmoental thinking and change the mindsets
ol busingsses and (e commmunnily Y

“The lure of conference travel has lost same

|:-|,||||_|:_ an o the lavish recep o
finnér o matcht Corporate Australia is
g the it h; fimancialliand !||:|.l||;:|'l 1he

scrutimyaf thise who cleary want to reduce the
eryvsrorental fookpfind of events, "said Kdeman

“Theéreis an essenlial cf weeklist for evend
planners foday — vt offset ravel by dilegates,
odfer more stratege venoearangements, I walise
youlcaterng, look inko -.'-'il1rvr-'|1;'~.'.1.;: teehnelopy
ur-reduce Ill-.r'lll'-t' of wéesberday's prodicts sucias
battled water, "l said :

Hewever the Iy Tangiag fruil [as been

pickéd, and the challenge or eventmanagers

tondan’ s 1o Boeaksthivueh the clutheraf svents

Sand make wiars diffendnb I opens up endless

possibialities for maovative thipking:?
The 200K Intecnational Evdnt Management
Summitwas a carbon neuttal event,

dhinveasing enviconmefital practices and

"educhating delesibes on these: ACEN worked

clomeby with the Carbon’ Redoction Tnstitutge,
Slony Food advocate Allson Deobver, and Ak
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New carbon calculator launched for the events industry

A major outcome of the summit was the
launch of a brand new carbon calculator,
tailored specifically to the unique needs of
event producers and organisers. The free
ACEM Carbon Calculator is easily accessed
online, and allows event managers to
measure the carbon footprint of events of all
sizes, held anywhere in the world.
Developed in association with
the Carbon Reduction Institute, the
calculator also offers emission reduction
tips to guide event managers in future

planning, such as offsetting delegate
travel to conferences, or employing loca
producers for event catering.

“"The ACEM Carbon Calculator is a
free easy-to-use service we're offering
to the industry, in the hope that it
increases the number of event managers
taking positive action to reduce the
carbon footprint of the projects they're
running,” said Robert Harris.

"The calculator measures the unique
aspects of events, such as varied use

Holding a conference doesn’t have to cost the Earth

orking fowards

ucing its env ental
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of venue space or diversity of catering
options, and also allows event managers
to offset their carbon emissions through
purchasing carbon credits.

“This is a key tool for event organisers,
not only for creating more sustainable
events, but also offering an option to
develop strategies for future reference and
year on year impact tracking”

The free ACEM Carbon Calculator may
be accessed at http://www.nocoZ.com.
au/acemcarboncalculator
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